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AMBN OM i iN- f TO TIIF. CL A IMS; 

1. (Currently Amended) An arrangement for transporting metallic work 
pieces, especially during a heat treatment process, comprising: 

a heat-insulated transport chamber to hold tho work pieces; 

means for loading and unloading the work pieces; and 

a transporting gear for moving the transport chamber, 

wherein the transport chamber can be moved horizontally, is designed to be 
vacuum-tight, and can be evacuated of air to create a vacuum to protect tho work pieces from 

wherein the transport chamber contains a horizontal batch loading and 
unloading device, and j 
wherein Uio transport chamber is provided with, a heating element for heating 


2. (Previously Presented) The arrangement in accordance with claim 1 . further 
acuum pinnp.for evacuating the air from Ihc transport clumber. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Previously Presented) The arrangement in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the transport chamber is equipped with a hermetically scalable loading door, which 
may bo actuated via a drive mechanism. 

6. (Previously Presented) The an 
wherein tire transport chamber is equipped with 

7. (Previously Presented) The arrangement in accordance with claim 
wherein ihc transport chamber and the transporting gear can be moved relative to on 
another. 

8. (Previously Presented) The arrangement in accordance with claim 
wlierein the transport chamber is positioned on tho transporting gear such that it can 
horizontally or can move in a straight line in a horizontal and/or vertical direction. 

0. (Previously Presented) The arrang 
wherein thu transporting gear can rotate in place. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The arrangement in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein the transporting gear is rail-mounted, or can be controlled freely via induction loops 
embedded in the base. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A system for heat treating metallic work pieces 

comprising: 

at least two treatment chambers for the horizontal acceptance of batches, in 
which the work pieces can be heal treated; and 

treatment chamber via & transfer canal that can be evacuated of air, the arrangement includes: 
a heat-insulated transport chamber to hold the work pieces; 
means for loading and unloading the work pieces; and 
a transporting gear for moving the transport chamber, 
wherein the transport chamber can be moved horizontally, is designed 

to be vacuum-tight, and can be evacuated of air to create a vacuum to protect the work pieces 

front environmental influences; 

wherein the transport chamber contains a horizontal batch loading and 

unloading device, and 

wherein the transport chamber is provided with a healing element for 
heating the treatment chamber^and 


1 2. (Previously Presented) The system in accordance with claim 1 1 , wherein 
the transfer canal is connected to the treatment chamber in a stationary position. 

13. (Previously Presented) The system in accordance with claim 11, wherein 
the transfer canal can be evacuated separately. 

14. (Previously Presented) The system in accordance with claim 11, wherein 
the transfer canal is equipped with a drive mechanism, via which a loading door of the 
transport chamber may be actuated. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The system in accordance with claim 1 1, wherein 
the treatment chamber is a vacuum fumace, an atmospheric furnace, or a cooling chamber. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A method of transporting metallic work pieces 
during n heal treatment process, in which the work pieces are transported within a hcat- 
i'.isulatcd, horizontally movable transport chamber, between at least two horizontally loaded 
treatment chambers, in which the work pieces may be heat treated, the method comprising: 
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evacuating tlie transport chamber, which is designed to be vacuum-tight, of 



creating a vacuum that will protect the work pieces from environmental 

influences; 

holding the work pieces at the treatmenl temperature, without any significant 
drop in lempci'aturo. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) lite method in accordance with claim 16, further 
comprising coupling the transport chamber via a trans fcr canal to the appropriate treatment 

18. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 17, further 
comprising evacuating the transfer canal separately. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The arrangement in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the heating element is connected to an electrical power supply. 

20. (Canceled) 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-2 and 4-20 are pending in the application. Claims 1, U, and 16 have been 
amended, and claims 4 and 20 have been canceled, leaving claims 1-2 and 5-1 9 for 
consideration upon entry of the present amendment. Applicant lespecilully requost entry of 
the present amendment and remarks submitted herewith. 

Applicants appreciate me Examiner's indication that claim 4 would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form. Applicant have incorporated the limitation of claim 4 into all 
the independent claims. In view of iho foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the instant 
application is in condition for allowance. 

Applicants anther respectfully submit that this amendment merely cancels claims, 
adopts the Uxaminer's suggestion, removes issues for appeal, and/or places the claims in 
better form for consideration on appeal. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that this 
amendment be entered, the application be allowed and a Notice of Allowance issued. If the 
Examiner believes that a telephone conference with Applicants' ailomeys would be 
advantageous to tho disposilion of this case, the Examiner is cordially requested to telephone 
tlio undersigned. 

In the event the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks deems additional fees to be 
duo in eonncclion with this application, Applicants' attorney hereby authorizes that such fee 
be charged to Deposit Account No. 06-1 130. 


NTORCOLBURN LLP 
LisaA.Boneiovi ~ 
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